
 
 

 
2026 Changes to Virginia’s Election Laws 

 

The following legislation was passed during the 2026 Session of the General Assembly, signed by 
the Governor, and will go into effect on July 1, 2026, unless otherwise noted. This legislation is 
likely to affect the operations of general registrars, electoral board members, constituents, 
candidates, the Department of Elections (ELECT), and all who are part of the elections 
community. 

The summaries were prepared by the Policy Division of ELECT. These are only summaries that 
provide highlights of the legislation and are not intended to be a full accounting of the changes 
from every bill. Complete information on these bills is available on the Legislative Information 
System (htt://lis.virginia.gov). 
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I. Constitutional Amendments 

HB963 and SB6 Constitutional amendment; qualifications of voters, right to vote, 
persons not entitled to vote. 
These identical bills provide for a statewide referendum to be held on November 3, 2026, to 
amend the Constitution of Virginia regarding the right to vote for individuals who have been 
convicted of a felony. This proposed amendment would automatically restore the right to vote 
to individuals who have been convicted of a felony upon release from physical incarceration. 
The amendment also proposes updates to the existing prohibition on voting by persons found 
to be mentally incompetent to instead apply only to persons who have been found specifically 
to lack the capacity to understand the act of voting. If approved by the majority of voters, the 
amendment will become effective on January 1, 2027, and will amend Section 1 of Article II of 
the Constitution of Virginia. 

HB781 and SB449 Constitutional amendment; fundamental right to reproductive 
freedom. 
These identical bills provide for a statewide referendum to be held on November 3, 2026, to 
amend the Constitution of Virginia regarding the right to make decisions related to reproductive 
health care, including access to abortions. If approved by the majority of voters, the 
amendment will become effective on January 1, 2027, and will amend Article I of the 
Constitution of Virginia by adding Section 11-A. 

HB612 and SB311 Constitutional amendment; marriage between two adult 
persons, repeal of same-sex marriage prohibition. 
These identical bills provide for a statewide referendum to be held on November 3, 2026, to 
amend the Constitution of Virginia by repealing the same-sex marriage prohibition. The 
amendment would prohibit the denial of marriage licenses to two adult persons on the basis of 
sex, gender, or the race of such persons. If approved by the majority of voters, the amendment 
will become effective January 1, 2027. These bills amend Section 15-A of Article I of the 
Constitution of Virginia. 

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB963
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https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB781
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HJ4, HB29, and HB1384 Constitutional amendment; general appropriations act, 
reapportionment, redistricting congressional districts. 
These bills collectively provided for a statewide referendum held on April 21, 2026, to amend 
the Constitution of Virginia. If made law, they would have allowed the Virginia General 
Assembly to temporarily modify congressional districts outside of the decennial redistricting 
cycle, if any other state conducts a redistricting of the state's congressional districts outside of 
the standard decennial redistricting cycle, or for any purpose other than complying with a state 
or federal court order to remedy an unlawful or unconstitutional district map. Although the 
referendum was held, the Virginia Supreme Court ultimately issued an order finding that the 
legislative process employed to advance the proposed amendment violated Article XII, Section 1 
of the Constitution of Virginia. Therefore, the Court nullified the referendum outcome. 

Despite the nullification of the referendum, these bills have impacted the date of the 2026 
primary election and candidate ballot access deadlines for U.S. House of Representative 
candidates. Instead of being held the third Tuesday in June, the 2026 Primary Election is moved 
to August 4, 2026. Additionally, the ballot access filing deadlines for U.S. House of 
Representatives was moved to May 26, 2026, for primary candidates and August 4, 2026, for 
independent candidates.   

II. Candidates and Campaign Finance 

A. Effective for the 2026 Primary Elections 

SB169 Candidates for office; challenges to candidate qualifications. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026 

This bill requires any legal action relating to a person’s eligibility to have their name on the 
ballot to be filed in a circuit court and served on all parties within certain timeframes.  

The deadlines to file and serve such an action are:  

• 90 days before a general election;  
• 65 days before a primary election;  
• 70 days before a special held on the same day as a general election; and 
• 55 days before a special held at a time other than the general; or  

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HJ4
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB29
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1384
https://www.vacourts.gov/static/opinions/opnscvwp/1260127.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/static/opinions/opnscvwp/1260127.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/static/opinions/opnscvwp/1260127.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB169


 
 

• 10 days before a special when the election is less than 60 days from when the writ is 
issued.  

This bill adds § 24.2-546 to the Code of Virginia. 

HB1528 General Assembly; special election to fill certain vacancies, deadline for 
parties to nominate. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026 

This bill requires parties to nominate candidates for any special election to fill a vacancy in the 
General Assembly occurring between December 10 and March 1 within seven days of any writ 
of election or order calling such special election. 

This bill amends § 24.2-510 of the Code of Virginia. 

B. Effective after January 1, 2027 

SB126 Primary election; when filings to be made, extension for incumbent’s 
failure to file 
Effective date: January 1, 2027 

This bill provides a five-day filing extension for a primary election if an incumbent office holder 
fails to file the necessary ballot access documents or withdraws by the filing deadline. The 
extension occurs even if other candidates have already filed and is applicable to any filer other 
than the incumbent. This bill amends §§ 24.2-522 and 24.2-527 of the Code of Virginia.  

SB530 Conflict of Interests Act, State/Local Government; electronic disclosure by 
local govt officers & employees. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026 

This bill requires local government officers and employees to file annual disclosure statements 
electronically with the Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council. Such officers and 
employees shall be able to file the annual disclosure statement electronically beginning January 
1, 2027, but such electronic filing shall be required:  

• For localities with populations in excess of 250,000, beginning January 1, 2028;  
• For localities with populations in excess of 100,000 but not more than 250,000, 

beginning January 1, 2029; and 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter5/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1528
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-510/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB126
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter5/section24.2-522/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter5/section24.2-527/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB530


 
 

• For localities with populations not exceeding 100,000, beginning January 1, 2030. 

The bill provides that ELECT shall be responsible for coordinating the electronic filing by 
candidates for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, the Senate, or the House of 
Delegates; and the general registrars shall be responsible for coordinating the electronic filing 
by candidates for constitutional offices, local governing bodies, and elected school boards. This 
bill amends §§ 2.2-3115, 24.2-502, and 30-356 of the Code of Virginia. 

HB835 and SB632 Elections; candidates and elected officials, confidentiality of 
personally identifiable information. 
Effective date: January 1, 2027 

Under these identical bills, candidates for office may provide their voter ID number instead of 
their residential address on candidate ballot access filing documents. Additionally, the 
residential address, phone number, and email address of a candidate must be redacted on a 
candidate's filing paperwork that is disclosed in response to a Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request unless the candidate gives written consent to release such information. 
Finally, these bills make current and former elected officials eligible for protected voter status. 
Under these bills, when the secretary of a local electoral board issues the certificates of election 
pursuant to § 24.2-676 of the Code of Virginia, the Secretary shall also send a notice indicating 
that the person now meets the qualifications for protected voter status. These bills amend §§ 
24.2-418, 24.2-506, 24.2-676, 24.2-680, and 24.2-947.1 of the Code of Virginia, and add § 24.2-
504.1 to the Code of Virginia.  

III. Election Administration 

A. Effective for the 2026 Primary Elections 

SB438 Absentee voting in person; available the second and third Sunday before all 
elections. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill requires absentee voting in person to be made available for a minimum of five hours 
between 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on the second and third Sunday immediately preceding all 
elections. Electoral boards and general registrars retain the discretion to have early in-person 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3115/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-502/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/30-356/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB835
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB632
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter6/section24.2-676/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-418/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-506/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-676/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-680/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-947.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-504.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-504.1/
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voting for other Sundays included in the early voting period. This bill amends § 24.2-701.1 of the 
Code of Virginia. 

HB909 Elections; certain conduct prohibited at polling places applicable to 
locations for absentee voting. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

The bill prohibits any person, with certain exceptions, from (i) knowingly carrying on or about 
their person any firearm and (ii) knowingly doing so within 100 feet of the entrance of a polling 
place, a meeting place for the local electoral board, the principal or satellite office of the general 
registrar, a polling place or satellite polling place, a drop-off location for absentee ballots, the 
central absentee precinct, a meeting place for canvass and the provisional ballot meeting of the 
local electoral board, a place for a recount, or a meeting place for the SBE while they ascertain 
the results of the election. It is also unlawful for any person (i) to knowingly carry on or about 
his person any firearm and (ii) to knowingly do so within 100 feet of any building, or part 
thereof, while the building or part thereof is being used as an additional registration site. This 
bill amends §§ 24.2-107, 24.2-411, 24.2-413, 24.2-604, 24.2-653.01, 24.2-671, 24.2-679, 24.2-
701.1, 24.2-707.1, 24.2-712, and 24.2-802.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB630 and SB176 Elections; ranked choice voting; locally elected officials, report. 
Effective date: January 1, 2027  

These identical bills expand the option to use ranked choice voting (RCV) to any local governing 
body, including town councils. A board of supervisors may require a town to reimburse the 
county for any additional costs incurred by the choice to implement an RCV election rather than 
a winner-take-all election.  

These bills require the SBE to provide standards and to approve vote tabulating software for use 
with existing voting systems in elections conducted by RCV. These bills direct ELECT to review 
the testing and approval framework for voting equipment in the Commonwealth and submit a 
report of such review no later than the first day of the 2027 Regular Session of the General 
Assembly. These bills also codify much of the ELECT’s efforts regarding RCV, such as voter 
education and ballot duplication for damaged or defective ballots. Finally, these bills repeal the 
2031 expiration of the option to use RCV in elections, making the option for 
RCV permanent. These bills amend § 24.2-673.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-701.1/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB909
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-107/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-411/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-413/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-604/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-671/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-679/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-701.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-701.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-707.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-712/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-802.1/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB630
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB176
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter6/section24.2-673.1/


 
 

HB967 Voting Rights Act of Virginia; revises provisions. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill revises provisions of the Voting Rights Act of Virginia by (i) clarifying the legal standards 
for evaluating claims of alleged voter suppression and vote dilution, (ii) providing guidance to 
the courts to follow when determining whether a violation of the prohibition against voter 
suppression or vote dilution has occurred, and (iii) outlining the factors that the courts are 
permitted to consider and those factors that the courts are prohibited from considering. The bill 
expands the class of persons who may initiate a cause of action for an alleged violation to 
include organizations whose membership includes individuals who are members of a protected 
class, organizations whose mission would be frustrated by a violation, and organizations that 
would expend resources in order to fulfill their mission as a result of a violation.   

This bill also reduces the population thresholds for a covered locality for purposes of minority 
language accessibility. Current law designates a locality as a covered locality if, in the locality, (a) 
more than five percent of the voting age population or (b) more than 10,000 of the voting age 
population are members of a single language minority and are unable to speak or understand 
English adequately enough to participate in the electoral process. The bill reduces those 
thresholds from five percent to three percent and from 10,000 to 5,000. This bill 
amends §§ 24.2-125 through 24.2-130 of the Code of Virginia and adds §§ 24.2-126.1 and 24.2-
126.2 to the Code of Virginia.  

HB1244 Absentee voting; emergency application for absentee ballot. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill adds a category of voters who are eligible to receive an emergency absentee ballot. 
Specifically, the bill provides that a qualified voter may apply for an emergency absentee ballot 
if (i) the voter has applied to receive an absentee ballot by the deadline, (ii) has not 
received their ballot within 10 days of the election, and (iii) will be unable to vote on Election 
Day due to their hospitalization or illness, the hospitalization, illness, or death of a spouse, child, 
or parent, or other emergency found to justify receipt of an emergency absentee ballot. This bill 
slightly expands the categories of voters eligible to apply for an absentee ballot due to an 
emergency. This bill amends § 24.2-705 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB1321 Primaries; abstract of votes, law-enforcement officer to obtain returns 
not forwarded. 

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB967
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-125/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-130/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-126.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-126.2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-126.2/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1244
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-705/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1321


 
 

Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill extends the canvass period following a primary election from six days to ten days, which 
is the same length of time allowed for general elections. The SBE must wait 10 days following a 
primary election instead of six to dispatch law-enforcement to obtain a copy of a locality’s 
abstract of votes. This bill amends § 24.2-532 of the Code of Virginia.  

B. Effective for the 2026 General Election 

HB968 Election results; counting machine-readable ballots, processing absentee 
ballots. 
Effective date: September 1, 2026  

This bill requires ballot scanner machines to be used to count machine-readable ballots after 
the close of polls and prohibits such ballots from being counted by hand unless (i) the ballot 
scanner machine is inoperative, (ii) there is no other available scanner, and (iii) it would be 
unreasonable to wait for (a) the inoperative ballot scanner to be made operative or (b) 
an operative ballot scanner machine to be delivered to the polling place rather than hand 
counting the ballots. The bill also provides that if, in the processing and counting of provisional 
and absentee ballots, any machine-readable ballot is damaged or defective, a team of election 
officials representing both parties shall make a true duplicate copy of such damaged ballot as a 
substitute for such damaged ballot. This bill amends §§ 24.2-653.01 and 24.2-654 of the Code of 
Virginia and adds § 24.2-709.2.  

C. Effective after January 1, 2027 

HB82 and SB58 Elections; deadline for receipt of absentee ballots and certain 
other information, etc. 
Effective date: January 1, 2027  

These identical bills move the deadline for (i) receipt of an absentee ballot, (ii) absentee cure, 
and (iii) the submission of proof of identification for provisional voters who do not show 
identification and do not sign the ID confirmation statement from noon on the third day after 
the election to 5:00 p.m. on the third day after the election. These bills amend §§ 24.2-
653, 24.2-709, and 24.2-709.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-532/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB968
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-654/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-709.2/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB82
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB58
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-709/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-709.1/


 
 

SB582 Absentee & provisional ballots; process & timing for rejected applications, 
rejected provisional ballots. 
Effective date: January 1, 2027  

This bill establishes the ability to cure material omissions on a provisional ballot and requires 
ELECT to issue guidance on a uniform cure process for provisional ballots. This bill sets the 
absentee ballot cure deadline and the deadline for curing provisional ballots to noon on the 
Monday after the election. Although provisional cure is new, the deadline to cure an absentee 
ballot previously was noon the third day after the election. 

 The State Board of Elections (SBE) must promulgate regulations regarding the uniform review 
and processing of voter registration applications that are incomplete or missing information, 
including those submitted using same-day registration (SDR). The regulations must also provide 
a uniform period during which an applicant may provide missing information, and such period 
must apply regardless of the electoral board's eligibility determination pursuant to § 24.2-
653.01 of the Code of Virginia.   

The bill also requires the absentee ballot applicant list maintained by the general registrar to 
include the reason an absentee ballot application was rejected and requires ELECT’s Citizen 
Portal to display the reason for the rejection as well.  

Pursuant to this bill, the Secretary of Administration will convene a work group for the purpose 
of studying potential changes to the same-day registration provisional vote process. This bill 
amends §§ 24.2-653.01, 24.2-706, 24.2-709.1, and 24.2-711.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB773 Elections; absentee voting, cure process, delayed effective date.  
Effective date: January 1, 2027  

This bill extends the absentee ballot cure deadline from noon on the Friday following an 
election to noon on the Monday following an election. Additionally, the bill 
requires general registrars to initiate the cure process promptly as errors are found instead of 
within three days of finding an error. This bill amends  § 24.2-709.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB774 Elections; absentee and provisional ballots, cure process, delayed effective 
date.  
Effective date: January 1, 2027  

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB582
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-706/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-709.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-711.1/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB773
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-709.1/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB774


 
 

This bill establishes the ability to cure material omissions a provisional ballot and requires ELECT 
to issue guidance on a uniform cure process for provisional ballots. This bill sets the absentee 
ballot cure deadline and the deadline for curing provisional ballots to noon on the Monday after 
the election. Although provisional cure is new, the deadline to cure an absentee ballot 
previously was noon the third day after the election. 

 The SBE must promulgate regulations regarding the uniform review and processing of voter 
registration applications that are incomplete or missing information, including those submitted 
using SDR. The regulations must also provide a uniform period during which an applicant may 
provide missing information, and such period must apply regardless of the electoral board's 
eligibility determination pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 of the Code of Virginia.   

Pursuant to this bill, the Secretary of Administration will convene a work group for the purpose 
of studying potential changes to the same-day registration provisional vote process. This bill 
amends §§ 24.2-653.01, 24.2-706, 24.2-709.1, and 24.2-711.1 of the Code of Virginia.  

IV. Voter Registration 

A. Effective for the 2026 Primary Elections 

HB113 Elections; soliciting or accepting bribe to influence or procure voter 
registration, penalty. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill provides that no person shall solicit or accept directly or indirectly any money 
or anything of value in exchange for his or another's decision to register or not register to 
vote. The bill provides the following exceptions:  

• Transportation to or from a voting or voter registration location;  
• Items of de minimis value that are not cash or cash equivalents;  
• Granting time off to an employee to vote or register to vote; or  
• Paying a person a wage to conduct a voter registration drive.  

This bill amends § 24.2-1007 of the Code of Virginia.  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-653.01/
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-709.1/
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SB57 Voter registration; requiring membership in the Electronic Registration 
Information Center (ERIC). 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill requires the Commissioner of Elections to apply for, enter into, 
and maintain membership for the Commonwealth in the Electronic Registration Information 
Center (ERIC). Note: ELECT rejoined ERIC on April 30, 2026, in compliance with Governor 
Spanberger’s Executive Order 13. 

HB215 Voter registration; list maintenance, third-party data exchanges approved 
by State Bd. of Elections. 
Effective date July 1, 2026  

This bill requires the Commissioner of Elections, before entering into or terminating a 
memorandum of understanding or modifying the terms of an existing memorandum of 
understanding with any third party for the exchange of voter registration data, to submit the 
proposed memorandum of understanding, the reason for termination, or the proposed 
modifications, as appropriate, to the SBE for review and approval. Approval shall require a vote 
of two-thirds of the SBE. However, SBE approval will not be necessary for data-
sharing agreements between ELECT and any other entity that are required by law. This bill also 
requires the Commissioner of Elections to rejoin ERIC. This bill amends § 24.2-404 of the Code 
of Virginia.  

HB319 and SB658 Back-end, opt-out automatic voter registration; work group to 
study implementation. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill directs the Secretary of Administration to form a work group tasked with studying the 
transition from Virginia’s current front-end, opt-out automatic voter registration (AVR) system to 
a back-end, opt-out AVR system. The work group will consist of representatives 
from ELECT, DMV, the Virginia Information Technology Agency (VITA), the Office of the Attorney 
General, House and Senate Privileges and Elections members, general registrars and other local 
government officials, representatives from advocacy organizations working on voting rights and 
data privacy, and any other persons deemed necessary by the Secretary. Work group 
considerations must include:   
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1. The effectiveness, efficiency, and security of back-end, opt-out AVR compared to the 
current system;   

2. Identify the costs and benefits of implementing back-end, opt-out AVR in Virginia;  

3. Identify current obstacles to implementation, including technology capacity; and  

4. Estimate potential upfront and ongoing costs of back-end, opt-out AVR.   

The Secretary shall submit a report with the work group's findings by November 1, 2026, 
including any recommendations for legislative action.  

HB640 Elections; challenges to a voter or voter's registration, filing of petition, 
notice of appeal. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill requires all voter registration challenges to be filed in circuit court. Voter 
registration challenges can no longer be performed at the general registrar’s office and 
challenges to one's eligibility to cast a ballot can no longer be performed at the polling 
location. This bill amends §§ 24.2-431, 24.2-652, and 24.2-706 of the Code of Virginia. This bill 
repeals §§ 24.2-429, 24.2-430, 24.2-432, 24.2-433, and 24.2-651 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB1014 and SB34 Incapacitated persons; finding of lack of capacity to understand 
act of voting. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

These identical bills provide that if a person is found to be incapacitated in a proceeding for 
guardianship or conservatorship, the person will retain the right to vote unless a court makes a 
specific finding by clear and convincing evidence that such person lacks the capacity to 
understand the act of voting. These bills amend §§ 24.2-232, 24.2-410, 64.2-2000, 64.2-
2003, 64.2-2009, and 64.2-2009.1 of the Code of and add § 64.2-2009.2.  

B. Effective after January 1, 2027 

HB964 and SB162 Voter registration; restoration of political rights upon release 
from incarceration. 
Effective date: January 1, 2027  
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Note: These bills are contingent upon the approval of the constitutional amendment 
referendum on November 3, 2026.  

These bills provide that any person who loses their voting rights as a result of a felony 
conviction will automatically regain those rights upon their release from incarceration and will 
be entitled to register to vote. If the referendum is approved, the 
bills provide the mechanisms for implementing the constitutional amendment. These 
bills amend §§ 8.01-338, 24.2-101, 24.2-404, 24.2-409, 24.2-409.1, 24.2-410, 24.2-418, 24.2-
427, 53.1-5, 53.1-10, 64.2-2000, and 64.2-2009 of the Code of Virginia and add §§ 24.2-
400.1, 24.2-409.2, and 24.2-418.2.  

HB972 Voter registration; list maintenance activities, cancellation 
procedures, required record matches. 
Effective date: July 1, 2027  

This bill requires many changes to voter list maintenance practices. It requires certain, specified 
identification information to be included on the lists received by ELECT for list 
maintenance purposes and requires ELECT to do an initial comparison of the information 
included on such list with the list of registered voters to identify record matches based on 
regulations promulgated by the SBE. However, under this bill a record must match on at least 
full social security number or DMV customer number before it can be sent to general registrars 
for review and potential cancellation. Additionally, general registrars are required to send an 
initial notice of a felony conviction before cancelling a voter's registration for that reason, 
similar to the affirmation notice used for non-citizen cancellations with a 14-day waiting period. 

ELECT must annually review all sources of data utilized for list maintenance activities for the 
purpose of determining the validity, completeness, accuracy, and reliability of the data received 
from each source. Additionally, the bill provides restrictions on ELECT’s use of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements Program 
(SAVE Program) for the sole purpose of individually verifying that voters listed in the Virginia 
voter registration system are United States citizens. This bill requires 
the SBE to promulgate regulations regarding reviewing data provided for list maintenance and 
list maintenance confidence factors.  

This bill amends §§ 2.2-3711, 24.2-401, 24.2-404, 24.2-408, 24.2-409, 24.2-410, 24.2-
410.1, 24.2-427, 24.2-435, 24.2-444, 24.2-610, 24.2-611, 24.2-703.1, and 24.2-709 of the Code 
of Virginia. This bill adds §§ 24.2-407.2, 24.2-407.3, 24.2-410.3 through 24.2-410.6, and 24.2-
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426.1 of the Code of Virginia. This bill also repeals §§ 24.2-404.3, 24.2-404.4, 24.2-410.2, 24.2-
428, 24.2-428.1, and 24.2-428.2. Many of the code sections that have been repealed were 
reorganized into new code sections and do not result in the actual removal of a statutory 
requirement. 

V. Miscellaneous 

A. Effective for the 2026 Primary Elections 

HB41 Elections; procedures for removal of electoral board members and general 
registrars. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill makes changes to the removal process for general registrars and local electoral board 
members. The SBE may directly remove any member of an electoral board or general 
registrar by a recorded two-thirds majority vote of all its members after a public hearing on 
related matters. Any such removal or any removal proceedings instituted against an electoral 
board member or general registrar by the SBE shall be based on:   

• Neglect of a clear ministerial duty of the office, misuse of the office, or incompetence in 
the performance of the duties of the office, or   

• An unambiguous indication of a future refusal or failure to carry out the duties of the 
office where such refusal or failure is likely to have a material adverse effect upon the 
conduct of the office.  

SBE decisions to remove a general registrar or electoral board member directly are subject to 
judicial review pursuant to the Virginia Administrative Process Act.   

The bill also allows a local electoral board to remove a general registrar by a unanimous vote of 
all its members after a public hearing on related matters. A general registrar who is 
so removed may file an appeal to the SBE. This bill amends §§ 24.2-103 and 24.2-109 of the 
Code of Virginia.  

HB59 and SB88 Reapportionment; reallocation of populations, population data, 
civil commitment facilities. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-426.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-404.3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-404.4/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-410.2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-428/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-428/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-428.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-428.2/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB41
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-103/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-109/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB59
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB88


 
 

These identical bills require persons civilly committed to a residential behavioral health facility 
administered by the Department of Behavioral Health and Development Services to be counted 
and reallocated for decennial redistricting and reapportionment purposes. Currently, 
these bills apply only to one facility in Nottoway County. These bills amend § 24.2-314 of the 
Code of Virginia.   

HB78 Elections administration; duties of local electoral boards, certification of 
election, etc. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill provides that the certification of the results of an election is a clear ministerial duty of 
the local electoral boards and that a member of the local electoral board who neglects or 
refuses to perform such duty in accordance with law shall be subject to removal proceedings by 
the SBE and assessed a civil penalty not exceeding $1,000. The bill also authorizes the SBE to 
intervene and carry out the duties related to election certification in the event a local electoral 
board fails or refuses to do so. This bill amends §§ 24.2-103, 24.2-109, 24.2-671, 24.2-675, 
and 24.2-678 of the Code of Virginia and adds §24.2-1001.1.  

HB168, SB51, and HB1483 Election of certain governing bodies; conversion 
to single-member districts. 
Effective date: March 9, 2026  

These bills are similar in that each requires every locality with a population of 400,000 or 
greater to elect the members of its governing body by individual single-member districts. The 
bills provide that a governing body’s presiding officer may be elected at large. Currently, all 
localities in Virginia meet this requirement. HB168 and SB51 are identical and amend § 15.2-
1400 of the Code of Virginia. HB1483 amends § 24.2-304.1.  

HB234 Elections; general provisions, electoral board members to wear 
identification, civil penalty. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill requires ELECT to issue a standardized identification badge to the acting electoral board 
members of each locality. Electoral board members are required to wear their ELECT-issued 
badge while conducting their official duties on the day of an election, subject to a civil penalty in 
an amount not to exceed $250. These badges must be used even if the electoral board receives 
identification from their county or city. This bill adds § 24.2-602.1 to the Code of Virginia.  
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SB699 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; public bodies to post meeting 
agendas. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026  

This bill requires public bodies to post their proposed agenda on the public body's official 
government website, if any, before the meeting. The bill also states no final action may be taken 
on items added to the agenda after the meeting commences unless they are time-sensitive or 
are the subject of a closed meeting properly identified in a motion in accordance with § 2.2-
3711 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.  

“Final action" means a vote, adjudication, or other formal action taken by a public body that 
completes a matter or acts as final consideration of an item. "Final action" does not include:  

1. Referral to a committee or advisory body;  

2. Referral to a future meeting for action;  

3. Direction to staff to provide further information; or  

4. Issuance of a commending or memorial proclamation.  

This bill amends § 2.2-3707 of the Code of Virginia.  

HB965 and SB322 National Popular Vote Compact; enters Virginia into an 
interstate compact. 
Effective date: July 1, 2026. Not enforced until a majority of electoral votes join the compact.  

These identical bills enter Virginia into an interstate compact known as the Agreement Among 
the States to Elect the President by National Popular Vote. Article II of the Constitution of the 
United States gives the states exclusive and plenary authority to decide the manner of awarding 
their electoral votes. Under the compact, Virginia agrees to award its electoral votes to the 
presidential ticket that receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. The compact goes into effect when states cumulatively possessing a majority of the 
electoral votes have joined the compact.   

A state may withdraw from the compact; however, a withdrawal occurring within six months of 
the end of a President's term shall not become effective until a President or Vice President has 
qualified to serve the next term. The bill also provides for the manner of appointing electors 
when such agreement does and does not govern the appointment of electors. These bills 
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amend § 24.2-243 of the Code of Virginia and add Article 2.1 to Chapter 2 of Title 
24.2 of the Code of Virginia. 
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